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Whirlwide Helicentors inc.

£.0. Box 4, Clovis, California, UBA 93813
Phone (569)-292-5248 Fax (559)-292-5240

TO: Deepak Joshi, Lead Aerospace Engineer (Structures)
FAXNO: (202) 314-6349
COMPANY: Natiomal Transportation Safety Board, Room 5238
490 L”Enfant Plazs, SW
Washington, D.C.
DATE: March 11,2005
FROM: Wanda L. Rogers
SUBJECT: NTSB Nosice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM 427)
NUMBER OF PAGES: 2 including this page.
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P.O. Bax 4, Clovis, Califomia, USA 93613
Phona (559)-299-4903  Fax (550)-202-5240

March 10, 2005
Deepak Joshi
Load Asrospace Enginser (Structunes)
T Safety Board, Room 5235

Nationa
450 L"Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, D.C.

The following is regarding NTSB Notics of Proposal Rulemaking (NPRM 427) posted in the
Federal Regulation pages 77150 to 77152 on Decemnber 27, 2004 that proposes to sliminats
ground mmmmmmw Damage” definition of 47 CFR 830.2.

Whiriwide, Inc (dba TGR Helicopiers) sirongly opposes the elimination of this exemption. Thia

change will cause a serious financiat burdan to Whisiwide, Inc. due to the incressed
downtime of our helicopters resulting from the required reporting prooedures of a “Substantial
Damage". Whirtwide, inc. is heavlly utiized in service to utility companies.

In our 43 ysears of operation nuwmmmmm'gmummwﬂmm
incidents and do not cavse substantial camage to any rotating parts or the airframe itself. The
manutacturer maintenance manuals explicitty oover the required inspections afler a “ground
blade strike’, If any damage Is found, It is usually limited to the biade tip cap. When propér
mmmm,mmmmmmmanmmmmmum
qululdymdnblybemumudtombymy’subﬂmm

We are concemad that NTSB has not fully addressad the financial ramifications to the helicoptar
industry, in addition to ime out of servics, insurance rates will increase whan this is shown ss an
accident, and will affect the value of the aircreft upon sate, efc.

mummnpmpmdmmwmpmmmwmwmth
mmminmmmwmmgmummwmm
unmonabhmmnduocwmumlndmhcﬂybﬂnwbh

Other concems are the abllity of the NTS8 to conduct” in the fiekd investigations” in a timely
manner, and what impact will this eventually have on the budgst for the F.AA. NTSB fleid
operatives currently investigate less than 5% of non-injury accidents (NTSB website).

We appreciste anyhalpyouangiwhmvmthb mmmm implemented.

Ewuy, Q ,
Wanda L. Rog:ri
President
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